300                    THE SPECTATOR             No. 478
as his humour still continued, the things -which I had been staring at along with him began to fill my head, and led me into a set of amusing thoughts concerning them.
I fancied it must be very surprising to-^any one who enters into a detail of fashions, to consider how far the vanity of mankind has laid itself out in dress, what a prodigious number of people it maintains, and what a circulation of money it occasions. Providence in this case makes use of the folly which we will not give up, and it becomes instrumental to the support of those who are willing to labour. Hence it is that fringe-makers, lace-men, tire-women, and a number of other trades, which would be useless in a simple state of nature, draw their subsistence; though it is seldom seen that such as these are extremely rich, because their original fault of being founded upon vanity, keeps them poor by the light inconstancy of its nature. The variableness of fashion turns the stream of business, which flows from it now into one channel, and anon into another; so that different sets of people sink or flourish in their turns by it.
From the shops we retired to the tavern, where I found my friend express so much satisfaction for the bargains he had made, that my moral reflections (if I had told them) might have passed for a reproof; so I chose rather -to fall in with him, and let the discourse run upon the use of fashions.
Here we remembered how much man is governed by his senses, how lively he is struck by the objects which appear to him in an agreeable manner, how much clothes contribute to make us agreeable objects, and how much we owe it to ourselves that we should appear so.
We considered man as belonging to societies : societies as formed of different ranks, and different ranks distinguished by habits, that all proper duty or respect might attend their appearance.
We took notice of several advantages which are met with in the occurrences of conversation How the bashful man has been sometimes so raised, as to express himself with an air of freedom, when he imagines that his habit introduces him to company with a becoming manner. And again, how a fool in fine clothes shall